The up-dated three-phase concept [1] of nuclear matter evolution in course of cooling down -from the phase of quark-qluon plasma (QGP) through the intermediate phase allowing for massive constituent quarks Q (valons), pions and kaons (QπK) to the phase of hadronic matter (H) -is exploited for the treatment of relative hadronic yields in the central region of heavy ion collisions. The most attention is paid to the description of the QπK-phase which is argued to be a gaseous one and lasts until the valonic spacing approaches the confinement radius (at the temperature T H ≃ (110 ± 5) MeV), when the valons start fusing to be locked, in the end, within the hadrons. The hadronic yields emerged from thermal treatment of QπK-phase and simple combinatorial approach to the hadronization process are shown to fit the available experimental data from AGS, SPS and RHIC quite well. This provides an alternative insight into the real origin of the observed relative hadronic yields which is (to a considerable extent) free of the well known puzzle inherent in some conventional models where the early chemical freeze-out is assumed: namely, why the gaseous thermal approach to actually tightly packed (even overlapping) hadrons seems workable? Many predictions for the other hadronic yields which could be observed at these machines as well as at LHC are given.
Introduction
The conventional way of treatment of hadron production in the central rapidity region of heavy ion collisions at high energies incorporates a QGP as the short initial phase of nuclear matter (just after the nuclei encounter each other) which then undergoes the chiral breaking transition into hot and dense hadronic matter, the latter evolving somehow into experimentally observed free hadrons. The relative yields of different species of these hadrons depend on the equation of state (EoS) of the nuclear matter they are originated from. It has been noticed [2] that the SPS data on the hadronic yields are quite compatible with the assumption about the early chemical freeze-out in an ideal gas of crucially modified in-medium hadrons (their effective radii has being assumed to be as small as ≃ 0, 3 fm only!) at the temperature T ch ≃ 170 MeV 1 (which is rather close to the chiral breaking temperature itself, T c ≃ 200 MeV). The theoretical observation has been also made [3] that thermal description of such a type could be spread to elucidate the AGS and SIS data as well under the assumption that chemical freeze-out temperature T ch was varied properly along with baryonic chemical potential of fireball (expanding nuclear medium), being about 110 MeV and 60 MeV for AGS and SIS, respectively. As a result, a suggestion about possible existence of low temperature QGP has been put forward and then discussed in some more detail [3, 4] . Both attributes of this approach -crucially modified in-medium hadrons (but still survived!) and low temperature chiral transitionseem rather controversial and mysterious. That is why a feeling of dissatisfaction remains and looking for some more consistent approach seems quite reasonable.
In this connection, the attention seems to be called reasonably to the rather oldfashioned notion of valons Q linked properly to the corresponding current quarks -first of all, to the valons Q(q), q ≡ u, d (m Q(u,d) ≡ m Q(q) ≃ 330 MeV), and Q(s) (m Q(s) ≃ 480 MeV) -which was widely and fruitfully exploited before QCD was developed as a consistent field theory that had no valons as its inalienable entities. However, till now, QCD remains actually a quite workable theory of hard processes, but it suffers from the lack of even qualitative results for the processes at low and intermediate energies, i.e., just for those ones which proceed within nuclear matter below the chiral breaking temperature T c . Thus, maybe, embedding the valons unambiguously into the body of QCD is still waiting for its turn, although the known endeavors met no success [5] . [6, 7, 8] . It is worthy to mention that experimentally observed (in AA collisions) significant excess in low-mass dilepton (e + e − ) yield (as compared to pA ones) could be described quite well [9] in the framework of an approach allowing for QπK-phase.
Recently the general idea has been put forward [10] which could provide an insight into the physical reasons underlying the unified thermal description of yields of different hadron species observed in heavy ion collisions. In the present paper, we show in more detail how could valons help in treatment of relative hadronic rates, getting rid of the above curiosity inherent in the conventional approaches. The theory is confronted to the available results of AGS, SPS and RHIC, and many other ratios of hadronic yields are predicted (for LHC as well).
General Description of the Approach
Most probably, just after chiral symmetry breaking, the nuclear matter is subjected for dual description [9] : it can be treated either as highly compressed "hadronic liquid" or as a state, in which the most of hadron species can not survive and the dominant degrees of freedom are not still hadrons but valons instead 2 . Of course, one can choose either.
However, for taking the first way, one is supposed to know, at least, the corresponding EoS.
Who is aware of it? The basic point of the suggested approach is that the valons which would be produced in course of chiral symmetry breaking are to be treated reasonably as a gas from the very beginning (in contrast to the hadrons!) due to their it really small size [11] , r ≃ 0,3 fm. Indeed, even at T = 170 MeV the particle density within the "ideal" Boltzman valonic gas would be about
where µ Q(q) and µ Q(s) are typical for heavy ion collisions Q(q)-and Q(s)-valon chemical potentials, respectively 3 , and thus the "valonic bodies" themselves occupy about 10% of the total volume only. This rather optimistic estimate noticeably worsens after taking into account some balancing fraction of the "large-sized" pions and kaons which are produced inevitably as the chemical equilibrium sets in 4 , see Fig. 1 . Fortunately, this hadronic fraction never exceeds 25% (see below), and thus this three-component QπK state is still to be treated reasonably as a gas 5 , although quasi-ideality of this gas becomes somewhat more questionable. That is why below we proceed as far as possible with a more general consideration based on the chemical kinetics only, and then confront the results to what one can obtain in the selfconsistent ideal gas approximation. We will see a'posteriory that the results emerged from these two ways of doing are quite compatible. Now, the general pattern of evolution of the hot nuclear fireball produced in course of heavy ion collisions looks as follows. While expanding and cooling down from T c to T H , the nuclear matter is gradually enriched with pions and kaons and impoverished with valons. Situation changes dramatically when mean spacing of valons scales up to become about the confinement radius. As a result, gradually increasing color screening length approaches the critical value and the dominant degrees of freedom become no longer valons (since they are getting not free) but the hadrons themselves, i.e., the bulk of hadrons is to build up. This is a phase transition, if the hadronization proceeds near the same temperature T ≃ T H ; otherwise, this is a phase crossover. The lattice calculations suggest that peculiarities of phase transition and even its occurrence itself is regulated by the value of chemical potential (or net baryonic density) within nuclear matter. We do not touch here this delicate question and concentrate on the pattern linked to a certain phase transition. This pattern is shown below to face no obvious contradictions with the available observables within the nowday accuracy of the data (see the Table) . The relevant diagrams of hadron production are depicted in Fig. 2 .
Calculations and Results
At the hadronization phase transition (T = T H ), all hadron species are produced, generally, in the same manner. Unlike the QπK-phase, the correlation length remains large comparing to the mean particle spacing (even "infinite", if it is the second order one) under the whole this phase transition long. Therefore, multiparticle interactions dominate at this stage. One can assume reasonably also that now, once being created, all the hadrons survive because the confinement starts working.
Thus, the final (observable) pions (kaons) are produced in the two-fold way: first, there are equilibrium pions (kaons) mentioned above (those, which are "stored up" in course of QπK-phase evolution, before overall hadronization, see 
where n is the total number of color particles within fireball and b is the pionic fraction which is calculated in the Appendix (see eq.s A(1)-A (6)). The numerical value of b turns out to be rather stable for SPS, RHIC and LHC: b ≃ 0,22, whereas for AGS it is considerably lower: b ≃ 0,13. Making use of the diagrams shown in Fig. 1(b) , 1(c), the number of former kaons is estimated quite similarly (see eq. A (7)) to be
where nQ (s) is the number of (Q(s) valons. The number of K − (K 0 ) is obtained by replacement here valons ↔ antivalons.
As for the latter pions, one can express their number by tracing a valon Q(q) (antivalon Q(q)) within hadronizing nuclear medium. While moving along the mean free path, it coalesces with an antivalon (valon) with the probability 6 nQ (q) /n (n Q(q) /n), the total rate of such collisions thus being n Q(q) nQ (q) /n. In each collision, π-meson plus X are produced, "X" allowing possibly for a number j of pions too, see Fig. 2 (the latter is also true for the processes of production of other hadrons). Thus, accounting eq. (1), the total negative pion yield (which is assumed to be equal to 1/3 of the total rate of pions)
reads
where N B (NB) and N K are the baryon (antibaryon) and total K-meson yields, respectively, and j is the mean value of j which is easily estimated to be 0 ≤ j ≤ 1 because of the phase space limitation 7 (points stand for a number of small terms which are meaningless within the accuracy of both the theory and the data). Proceeding similarly and making use of eq. (2), one obtains for K-meson yield:
N K − and NK0 being obtained as before (see eq. (2)). The yields of some other mesons are easily estimated by means of the similar combinatorial and/or relevant cross-section consideration. For example,
As for η-meson, the relative rate N η /N π 0 can be immediately calculated by comparing the corresponding cross sections, since two channels involved (Q(q)Q(q) → ππ 0 and Some additional peculiarities are to be accounted for getting the formulae for the baryon rates. First, the factor (1 + 2n Fig. 2) 8 .
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The results appear to be rather insensitive to the value of j within this domain. 8 As a result, the rate of Λ (Λ) production turns out to be almost twice as large as that of both Σ ± (Σ ± )-meson species.
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Thus, we arrive at
/n 2 ) (7)
and so on.
The comparison of the above predictions for baryon and antibaryon rates with the experimental data asks for a more careful discussion (especially, for antibaryons at AGS).
Theoretical consideration of antibaryon production is a subtle point of any model because it implies the details of the evolution dynamics of hadronizing nuclear matter . In contrast to mesons, which, once being produced in course of hadronization, preserve their identity (undergo predominantly elastic scattering only), the (anti)baryons start to annihilate right away after production; the lower is T H , the larger is the annihilation cross section. A rather high density of surrounding baryons (large chemical potential at AGS) and very large annihilation cross section, σ pp ≃ 100 mb, favor to very strong absorption which crucially diminish the antibaryon number before hadrons scatter away and stop interacting. Then, what remains passes through the detectors. Of course, this effect is missed in the above formulae. Since any theoretical estimate of this absorption could be only qualitative and is far from being reliable, we try to draw it directly from the experimental data. We call the attention to the fact [13] that measured at AGSp/π + yield in low participant number (≃ 20) collisions is about twice as large as it is in the high participant number (≃ 80÷100) ones. Meanwhile, the antiproton production is a rare process and thus it is expected to rise up proportionally to the number of participants squared. If so, then one would expect that relativep/π + yield should increase linearly. That is why one can deduce that annihilation eats at AGS about up to 90% of the initially produced antiprotons. At SPS, the relevant ratio of yields is [14] about 0,5 and thus annihilation eats (if any) not more than 50% of antiprotons. This is due to both substantial increase of the pionic fraction amongst the producing hadrons and decrease of baryonic chemical potential (both "dilute" the baryonic content and make lower the probability of baryon-antibaryon collisions). At RHIC and LHC, absorption of (anti)baryons seems getting, most probably, out of the game.
Below, the results are presented in the Table (see the column th 1 ) and Fig. 3 . The
and value of j were found by minimization of the sum of squared deviations:
were k is the number of different processes under consideration.
Note, that till now no specific assumptions about the properties of QπK gas were made. The assumption of its quasi-ideality becomes unavoidable, when we try to extract the hadronization temperature T H from the ideal-gas formulae:
This way of doing results in nearly the same temperature, T H ≃ (110±5) MeV for AGS, SPS and RHIC. Predictions for LHC given in the Table are obtained for the same value of T H at the point µ i = µ = 0, see Fig. 3 .
Discussion and Concluding Remarks
It is worth mentioning that the above results for SPS are quite similar to those which one can carelessly obtain in the framework of the ideal gas approximation for description of QπK-phase instead using the detailed balancing equations (compare the columns th 1 and th 2 in the Table. This suggests that either the valon-pion-kaon gas is really quasiideal or the relative content of different components in this gas is a crude characteristic (this seems quite plausible) which is rather insensitive to its fine tuning. Anyway, the compatibility of the results seems indicative for the validity of the approach itself.
The value of hadronization temperature, T H ≃ 110 Mev, we have found is quite close to the value of thermal freeze-out temperature which has been estimated [15] for SPS and RHIC to be T f ≃ (100÷110) MeV by fitting the transverse momentum spectra within the framework of the hydrodynamical model. If so, then fireball evolution from T H to T f takes a rather short time (of some few Fermi), and one can qualitatively understand, why the antiproton absorption in course and just after hadronization is crucially significant for AGS only (when the relative content of the nucleons is very high). In particular, that is why we do not need to look for a special mechanism of levelling the absorption in contrast to what should be necessarily invented [16] in the schemes with early chemical freeze-out.
Still one point which deserves mentioning is the approximate coincidence of the hadronization temperatures for AGS, SPS and RHIC, although the relevant chemical potentials differ substantially and thus the relevant EoS's are expected to be different as well. Actually, we can not insist on the validity of this result: χ 2 minimization is not the meaningful test of the theory for AGS and RHIC, since the number of parameters to be varied is only slightly less, than the number of the necessary data from these accelerators available at present. In addition, one should not take seriously too low values of χ 2 because of a rather insufficient accuracy of the data themselves.
Possible variation of hadronization temperature along with valonic chemical potential (and thus with colliding ion energy) is closely related to the very interesting hypothesis [7] that color, namely valonic, deconfinement is reasonably expected to take place already at very low interaction energies (ion kinetic energy being about 300 MeV only!) because the nucleonic density is only about twice as large as the nucleus one, and one should make a rather weak effort for getting valons unable to "recognize their original nucleons".
If it is the case, then, in particular, a thermal treatment of hadron production should be applicable even at such a low energies. This would provide the direct indication on validity of the very notion of valon itself . Of course, a high-luminosity machine equipped with high-precision detectors is needed to try looking for the relevant manifestations.
Thus, our conclusion is that the suggested approach provides quite successive treatment of the available data for the hadron yields as well as for the low-mass dilepton production [9] in heavy ion collisions. At the same time, it is free of the crucial inconsistency inherent in some conventional approaches, although some significant questions still remain which are unanswered. This is our pleasure to express our deep gratitude to E.L. Feinberg for the invaluable discussions and permanent interest to the work.
9 APPENDIX 1. Being averaged over the particle distributions, the detailed balancing equation reads:
where Ω i are the mean values of the corresponding final state phase spaces 9 . Since each antivalonQ(q) of a certain color and flavor encounters a valon Q(q) with the probability n Q(q) /(n + n π ), the rate of Q(q)Q(q) collisions is
t being the mean free time between the successive collisions. Quite similarly, a π 0 -meson encounters another π-meson with the probability b, the total rate of π 0 π collisions being, therefore, The averaged valonic and pionic phase spaces are
and
respectively, where S Q is the valonic spin and I π is the pionic isospin, p i is the valonic or pionic momentum in the CMS of two interacting valons or pions, N c and N f are the color and flavor numbers (N c stands in eq. (A3) instead of N 2 c , since only the color-singlet sector of the total two valon phase space is allowed for). The straightforward averaging over the Boltzmann distribution gives for the mean energy of a particle with mass m: 
where the values of p 2 i are to be taken in the accordance with eq. (A5). Now, consider the equilibrium kaon fraction and derive eq. (2) for the in-QπK-medium K 0,+ -meson yields. For doing that, one should take into account the diagram shown in Fig. 1(b), 1(c) . It is easy to check that, at the relevant temperatures, the averaged CMS momenta squared are nearly equal for all four states under consideration, and thus the corresponding detailed balancing equation reads 10 :
where K stands for K + or K 0 and I i is the relevant isospin. This gives eq. (2).
Making use of these formulae, one can easily estimate that the K-meson induced correction to the value of b is really quite small: say, for SPS, 
